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Mountain were settled upon. Shiprock stands for that part of the
eastern Reservation which is most densely settled and most pros-
perous; also it has had the greatest amount of contact with white
men. Ramah represents the regions beyond the limits of the Reserva-
tion where The People are in direct competition with white men and
have much less governmental protection and regulation than within
Reservation boundaries. Navaho Mountain furnishes an example of
a remote area where population is scanty, white contacts are few, and
life goes on according to ancient Navaho ways. There follows a
somewhat detailed description of these three areas and the methods
of working in each.
THE PEOPLE OF SHIPROCK:
SOPHISTICATION AND HOSTILITY BY THE RIVER
THE Shiprock area is located in northern New Mexico, not far from
the Colorado and Arizona borders, on the San Juan River. Except
for the irrigated portions near the river, the country is dry, gravelly,
and fairly flat. The region is about 4,000 feet above sea level, with
extremes of heat and cold; the highest recorded temperature is 106
degrees Fahrenheit in the shade, and the lowest 14 degrees below
zero. At such an altitude and with limited rainfall (average annual
precipitation 15.7 inches), the vegetation is chiefly desert in type, with
very few trees. Where the land slopes up toward the distant moun-
tains, pinyons, cedars, and sage appear.
The western horizon is filled with the Lukachukai range and the
Carriso mountains, which contain vanadium deposits that are now
being mined commercially. Northward the land rises toward Mesa
Verde and Sleeping Ute Mountain. The San Juan snakes its way
northwestward between Carriso and the Sleeping Ute. To the east
the sharp sandstone ridge known as the Hogback separates Navaho
farmers on the north side of the San Juan from Mormon and other
white ranchers whose irrigated lands reach eastward and then north
into Colorado along the river. (See Map I.) On the south bank the
Reservation extends for some miles beyond the Hogback. This ridge
and similar smaller formations hold superficial veins of coal which
are dug by both Navaho and white owners. A number of oil de-
posits were located in the Shiprock area in 1923 only one of which is
being worked at present. Recently helium also has been discovered.